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Learning Objectives 

By the end of this session the learners will be 
able to:

– Discuss pre-examination in Autopsy.

– Describe the protocol of examination of clothes, 
and external examination in autopsy.

– Classify and describe different autopsy incisions.

– Explain internal examination in an autopsy.

– Describe the chain of custody.

– Describe the steps of writing an autopsy report
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Protocol of Medicolegal Autopsy  

– Autopsy 

– Medicolegal autopsy 

– Autopsy rate 

– Autopsy index 

– Pre-autopsy temperature 

– Post-autopsy temperature 
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Protocol of Medicolegal Autopsy  

– Requirements of ML autopsy 

• Performed by ….

• Written record 

• Evidence collection  

• Autopsy report 

– Authority 

– Documents 

– Objectives of medicolegal autopsy 
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Pre-examination Formalities 

• Autopsy registers 
– General register 

– Autopsy register 

– Filling of registers 

• Personal identity of the corpse 
– Methods of identity 

– Putrefied body 

• History of the case 
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External Examination  

• Data for identification 

• Examination of clothing and whole body

• Sketch / photographs 

• Data indicative of time since death  
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Determination of Cause And 
Manner Of Death 

• Steps of autopsy examination 

– Examination of clothes 

– Examination of body surfaces 

– Opening of body cavities 

– Scrutiny of internal contents 

– Sample collection

– Closure of the body 
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Physical Examination of Clothes 

– Done in three steps 

– Removal of clothes 

– Objective 

– Findings 
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Physical Examination Of Body 
Surfaces 

• General description

– Data for identification 

• Inspection 

– Color 

– All body surfaces 

– Natural openings 

– External injuries 

• Palpation 

– Lump / foreign body 

– Rigor mortis 
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Physical Examination Of Body 
Surfaces 

• Radiological examination 

• Ligature mark 

• Eye examination 

• New born infant 

• Time since death 
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Internal Examination 

• Autopsy Incisions 

– Cranial cavity 

• Inter-mastoid incision 

– Thoracic & abdominal cavity 

• I shaped incision 

• Y shaped incision 

• Modified Y shaped incision 
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Opening Of Body Cavities 

• Which cavity to be                                                             
open first 

• Cranial cavity 

– Scalp 

– Position 

– Incision

– Scalp reflection 

– Removal of skull cap 
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Opening Of Body Cavities 

• Cranial cavity 

– Removal of brain 

– CSF

– Fractures of base of skull 

– Examine venous sinuses 

– Brain dissection in coronal sections  
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Opening Of Body Cavities 

• Opening of chest 

– Check for pneumothorax 
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Opening Of Body Cavities 

• Examination of heart 

– Pneumopericardium 

– Hemopericardium 

– Dissection technique 

– Coronary artery 

– Thrombus/Embolism Vs postmortem clot 

– Pulmonary fat embolism 
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Opening Of Body Cavities 

• Techniques for removal of viscera 
• Virchow's technique , Letulle’s method                          

Rokitansky technique, Ghon’s method 

– Principles of dissection 

– Stomach 

– Kidney 

– Intestines 

• Small 

• Large 
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Opening Of Body Cavities 

• Genitalia examination 

– Incision 

– Foetus examination 

– Samples 

• Disposal 

• Chain of custody
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Opening Of Body Cavities 

• Examination of vertebral column 

– Not a routine examination 

– Approach 

– Incision 

• Bone/organ sample 

• Preservation of viscera 

23



Autopsy report 

• Three parts 

– Bio-data 

– Observations 

– Opinion 
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