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 Overlying and covering the molecular cell 
layer  is the delicate connective tissue of the 
brain, the pia mater.

 The peripheral portion of molecular layer is 
composed predominantly of neuroglial cells 
and horizontal cells of Cajal. 



 The external granular layer contains mainly 
different types of neuroglial cells and small 
pyramidal cells. 

 Note that the pyramidal cells get 
progressively larger in successively deeper 
layers of the cortex.

 The apical dendrites of the pyramidal cells 
are directed toward the periphery of the 
cortex, whereas their axons extend from the 
cell bases


















