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LEARNING GOALS

• To know the vector causing malaria and the 
different types.

• Life cycle of plasmodium.

• Signs /symptoms

• Diagnostic methods

• Complications

• Pathogenesis

• Preventive measures



• Malaria is a serious and sometimes fatal 
disease caused by a parasite that commonly 
infects a certain type of mosquito which feeds 
on humans. People who get malaria are 
typically very sick with high fevers, shaking 
chills, and flu-like illness. 

• Four kinds of malaria parasites infect humans: 
Plasmodium falciparum, P. vivax, P. ovale, and 
P. malariae. 



•  P. falciparum is the type of malaria that is 
most likely to result in severe infections and if 
not promptly treated, may lead to death. 
Although malaria can be a deadly disease, 
illness and death from malaria can usually be 
prevented.



• Usually, people get malaria by being bitten by 
an infective female Anopheles mosquito. Only 
Anopheles mosquitoes can transmit malaria 
and they must have been infected through a 
previous blood meal taken from an infected 
person. When a mosquito bites an infected 
person, a small amount of blood is taken in 
which contains microscopic malaria parasites.



• Because the malaria parasite is found in red 
blood cells of an infected person, malaria can 
also be transmitted through blood transfusion, 
organ transplant, or the shared use of needles 
or syringes contaminated with blood. Malaria 
may also be transmitted from a mother to her 
unborn infant before or during delivery 
(“congenital” malaria).



• Plasmodium falciparum is the type of malaria that 
most often causes severe and life-threatening 
malaria; this parasite is very common in many 
countries in Africa south of the Sahara desert. People 
who are heavily exposed to the bites of mosquitoes 
infected with P. falciparum are most at risk of dying 
from malaria. People who have little or no immunity 
to malaria, such as young children and pregnant 
women or travelers coming from areas with no 
malaria, are more likely to become very sick and die. 









• Malaria typically is found in warmer regions of 
the world — in tropical and subtropical 
countries. Higher temperatures allow the 
Anopheles mosquito to thrive. Malaria 
parasites, which grow and develop inside the 
mosquito, need warmth to complete their 
growth before they are mature enough to be 
transmitted to humans.



Life cycle

















RAPID DIAGNOSTIC TEST









CONCLUSION/SUMMARY

THANKS
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