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Classification of Postmortem Changes

1) Immediate changes

2) Early changes

3) Late changes
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Late Changes

These follow after about 24 hours after death and represent 
decomposition or decay(putrefaction),or a modification of 
this process by adipocere formation and/mummification.
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1) Color changes

2) Development of foul smelling gases

3) Pressure effects of putrefactive gases

4) Appearance of maggots

5) Other sequelae

Sequence of Putrefactive 
Changes
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1) It is a reliable sign of death

2) Time since death can be estimated from the stage of 
putrefaction

3) Advanced decomposition obliterates identity

4) Advanced decomposition also obliterates cause of 
death

5) Place of burial can be determined

Medicolegal Importance




