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At the end of this lesson the student should 
be able 
• Define and classify /list types of  qualitative research

• Differentiate between qualitative and quantitative research with 
named examples 

• Use examples to illustrate each type/classification



Comparison 

Qualitative Data 

• Deals with phenomena that are 
difficult to quantify 
mathematically 

Eg beliefs/perceptions, attributes,

meanings

In-depth  understanding of human 
behaviour 

Factors that  governs human 
behaviour

Deals with the why and how of 
decision making 

Quantitative 
Deals with numerical data or data 
that can be quantified 

Uses mathematical modelling or 
statistical associations 

It analyses the what , where
,when 

It draws on associations and 
correlations between variables 
using statistical or mathematical 
modelling 





Most common Qualitative Research Methods 

• Content analysis 

• Historical analysis 

• Ethnography

• Narrative 

• Phenomenology 

• Grounded theory

• Case Study  



Content Analysis in  Qualitative Research 

• Content analysis is a research tool used

• to determine the presence of certain words, themes, or concepts 
within some given qualitative data (i.e. text). ... 

• Researchers can then make inferences about the messages

• within the texts, 

• the writer(s), 

• the audience 

• even the culture and time of surrounding the text.



Example student feed back from OSPE 

‘ Overall well organised’

‘questions lengthy and time allocation poor’

‘Teachers talked too much and were noisy and distracted students’

• Another example is analysis of Text messages on whatsapp





Historical  Analysis 

• Historical analysis is a method of the examination of evidence in 
coming to an understanding of the past. ... 

• Rigorous analysis of documents as the material for the re-creation of 
the past, 

• Historical patterns and an explanation of them.



Historical  Analysis 



Qualitative 
research 
designs

Phenomenology:-

A form of research in which the researcher 
attempts to understand how one or more 
individuals experience a phenomenon 

E.G Victims of the Bhopal tragedy 





Bhopal  Disaster  



Ethnography 

• II. Ethnography:- this type of research focuses on describing the 
culture of a group of people

“ A  culture is the shared attributes, values, norms, practices, language,

and material things of a group of people “. 



Ethnic    groups 



Qualitative Research 

III. Case study:-is a form of qualitative research that is focused on 
providing a detailed account of one or more cases.



Case Study 



Qualitative Research Designs………

Grounded theory:-

• it is an inductive type of research, 

• based or grounded in the observations of data from which it was 
developed; 

• it uses a variety of data sources,

• including quantitative data, 

• review of records, 

• interviews, 

• observation 

• surveys



Quick Review 

• What is the key difference between qualitative and quantitative 
research ? 

• What are the different types of qualitative research illustrate with 
named  example.

• Hint 

• What have been your experience in the COVID pandemic ?



Reading resources 

1.Research Methodology and Basic Biostatistics . Saira Afzal and 
Mutehsan Bashir . Chapter 1 Page 5 -13

2.http://libguides.usc.edu/writingguide/quantitative

3. http://libguides.usc.edu/writingguide/qualitative

4. http://resourcecentre.foodrisc.org/mixed-methods-
research_185.html

•

http://libguides.usc.edu/writingguide/quantitative
http://libguides.usc.edu/writingguide/qualitative
http://resourcecentre.foodrisc.org/mixed-methods-research_185.html
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