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CONTENTS OF PERICARDIUM 

•  Heart with the cardiac vessels & nerves 

• Ascending aorta 

• Lower half of superior vena cava 

• Terminal part of inferior vena cava 

• Terminal parts of pulmonary veins 



SINUSES OF PERICARDIUM 

• There r 2 sinuses of pericardium 

• Transverse sinus 

• Oblique sinus 

 

• TRANVERSE SINUS…. 

• Horizontal gap b/w arterial & venous ends of 
heart tubes. 

 



TRANSVERSE SINUS 

• Tunnel-shaped passage posterior to the aorta and 
pulmonary trunk , and anterior to the superior 
vena cava. 

• This sinus is clinically important because passing 
one end of clamp through the sinus, and the 
other end anterior to the aorta/pulmonary trunk 
will allow complete blockage of blood output. 

•  This is performed during some heart surgeries. 



 



 



OBLIQUE SINUS 

• The oblique sinus is an inverted U-shaped 
reflection of the venae cavae and pulmonary 
veins. 

•  It lies behind the atria (particularly the left 
atrium), and in between left and right 
pulmonary veins. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


